
 
Candidate Responses for the 2019 City of Venice Election 

 
Please use the responses below to learn more about the candidates that are running for office for the 
City of Venice.  We, Hands Along The Water, did not paraphrase, truncate, or alter any responses. 
Once you’ve reviewed the responses, please vote using the online voting tool: 
https://tinyurl.com/VeniceVotes2019 
 
Candidates Running for Mayor, City of Venice 

 

 
Frankie Abbruzzino  

Ron Feinsod 

1.  Why are you 
running for office 
and what are your 
main goals for the 
City of Venice? 

My goal is to push for sustainable 
growth 
(http://frankieabbruzzino.com/sustainab
le-development/ ), being good 
stewards of our environment 
(http://frankieabbruzzino.com/environm
ent/ ), ensure fiscal responsibility 
http://frankieabbruzzino.com/fiscal-resp
onsibility/ 
http://frankieabbruzzino.com/fiscal-resp
onsibility/ ), and hold the city 
executives accountable for their 
actions.  Right now, the council rarely 
questions the city executives.  When 
Clinch stated the water coming out of 
the outflow was fine and that I was fake 
news, the Mayor accepted this and 
moved on.   We later found out that 
they were not testing the water and 
according to the outflow report, all my 

I am running for office because I love our 
city and I'm concerned about our current 
direction. It seems clear that our council 
is more focused on the developers than 
the citizens. My goals would begin with 
working on our storm waters and 
retention ponds. We must develop a plan 
and begin the process of preventing 
pollutants from entering our Gulf waters. 
I would look to work closely with 
environmental consultants and 
organizations on methods to improve our 
retention ponds and our storm water run 
offs. The other side of this is the issue of 
development and the many ways that 
they affects our eco systems. My 
position is that we need to look at this 
holistically. These are interrelated issues 
and when looking at development, we 
must consider the long term effects on 



concerns were valid.  
 
The Mayor and council are there to 
ensure that they are holding the city 
executives accountable and not to be 
their best buddies.    This type of stuff 
happens on a regular basis and it is 
time to hold them accountable.  I have 
done this via the Scoop New for over 
ten years and not just because I 
decided to run for Mayor.   I have 
included links, which show just some of 
my recent articles from calling out the 
city for their huge salaries to asking the 
city why they took no action on the 
pollution coming from the outflows in 
2012, when Holic and Daniels were 
quoted in the paper covering the issue. 

our environment. We must work to make 
sure that future development fits our 
cities needs and does not negatively 
affect our eco system.  Ultimately I would 
like to see Venice develop into an Eco 
Friendly tourist destination, an example 
to other cities. We should be a leader on 
the environment, not a follower. 

2.  What are your 
plans to improve and 
protect our waters 
from nitrogen 
pollution and would 
you consider the 
return on investment 
(ROI) in terms of $ 
per pound of 
nitrogen reduced 
before investing 
public dollars? 

•  Florida friendly landscaping.   They 
finally started a draft but have not 
completed it.  Why. 
•  End application of Roundup and 
fertilizer. 
•  Turn to cities like Naples to see what 
they are doing, regarding tearing out 
the outflows, extending a few of them, 
and putting the runoff through a 
filtration process. 
•  Listen to environmental activist. 
Perhaps they have solutions that we 
have not thought of yet.   Not take the 
action hat the City of Venice and 
Sarasota County have been taking, 
where they continue to tell us about the 
great job they are doing, instead of 
listening to our concerns and 
considering that action may be needed. 

My plans would begin by looking for the 
source of the pollution. We have 
thousands of retention ponds that are 
not working anywhere near capacity 
when it comes to removing pollutants. 
These are relatively simple and 
inexpensive fixes that can be done with 
a combination of grants and funding from 
the city. If we can reduce nitrogen 
pollution by improving our retention 
ponds the ROI will be very positive. As to 
investing public dollars, I believe that we 
must consider that not removing the 
nitrogen pollutants will cost us far more 
in the long run. If we don't have clean 
and habitable beaches we will lose our 
city. People will stop coming to Venice, 
so the ROI is the survival of our city. 

3.  What is your 
position on our 
environmental 
challenges such as 
climate change, sea 
level rise, red tide 
and other harmful 
algae blooms, use of 
disposable plastics, 
and degradation of 
natural landscapes 

I cover this extensively during the next 
two questions.   I think the two that I 
did not cover are plastics in the water. 
As a person that has been surfing the 
waterways of Venice for almost forty 
years, I can assure you that plastics in 
the water, along with trash and 
pollution are a major concern to me 
and it is something that my advocacy 
for is well documented in many of my 
articles. 

I believe the answer to all of the above is 
one of action. We need to take action 
when and where we can to improve our 
environment. We live in one of the most 
delicate eco systems on the planet and 
it's our job to protect it where we live. We 
should work to educate the public about 
Florida Friendly plantings and ways to 
improve storm water run offs. Reducing 
the use of single use plastics is a goal 
we should all works towards. Simple 
things like "recommending" that 
restaurant servers ask if someone wants 



and vegetation from 
land development 
clearing activities? 

a straw, rather than just handing them 
out. Offering options, paper or plastic?  
As for the bulk clearing of land, I HATE 
it. Developers should be required to work 
around the natural habitat, to put houses 
where they fit, not the other way round. 
Stripping the land of every living thing 
should be banned. 

4.  What is your 
position on growth 
management?  How 
would you manage 
growth to address 
traffic and protect 
the quality of life of 
existing residents? 
Do you have a vision 
for economic 
development other 
than constructing 
more homes?  If so, 
what is that vision 
and how would you 
implement it?  Would 
you put a limit on 
maximum amount of 
campaign 
contributions you 
would accept from 
development 
interests? 

What is your position on growth 
management? How would you manage 
growth to address traffic and protect 
the quality of life of existing residents? 
I have written several articles in 
support of sustainable growth, over the 
past ten years.   I think the housing 
market bubble is going to burst as in 
88.   Right now, our infrastructure is 
suffering because the city has not 
pushed for impact fees on new 
developments.   Finally, they have 
hired a consultant to see if imposing 
impact fees on new construction 
makes sense. 
 
The new Mayor and council will vote on 
the new LDR’s, which give the 
guidelines for meeting the 
Comprehensive Plan objective.   Jeff 
Boone essentially had a seat next the 
Jeff Shrum during the writing of the 
Comp Plan.   I still do not understand 
why an attorney that works on behalf of 
the developers had so much input into 
the Comp Plan, yet the other residents 
of the city felt their voices were not 
heard or were silenced during the 
public input meetings.   Boone will be 
heavily involved in the LDR’s and we 
need a Mayor that is not beholden to 
him and that can push to make the 
changes that are needed.  
 
We do not want changes, like what 
happen with the grade applied to our 
roads.   The Boon Comp Plan allowed 
the city to drop the ratings of roads. 
For example, roads that were a D had 
to be repaired, based upon the old 
comp plan.   Well the city changed the 
language so that the new rating is now 
an F.   This means the city does not 

We need to consider going back to our 
previous Comp Plan as it presented 
more control of development. The 
current plan looks like it was written by 
the developers. The wording is often 
vague which opens doors for the 
developers. Words like "may" or "should" 
need to be replace with definite terms: 
"will" or "must". When the option to 
develop our new comp plan along side of 
our LDR (land development regulations) 
was rejected by the current city council, 
they opened the door for the developers. 
We must shut that door, fix our comp 
plan and have our LDR's in place. Our 
goal as a city should be to develop an 
Eco Friendly city that attracts visitors 
who will support our merchants, they are 
the foundation of our economy.  The 
concept that we can "build" our way to 
economic stability has already proven 
itself to be false. If it worked we would be 
rolling in money by now! Our success 
depends on our environment not 
development. I will take NO money from 
developers. 



have to act, something the developers 
love because the city will not feel a 
need to implement impact fees on new 
developments. 
 
Again, I have a history of covering the 
issue of sustainable development for 
over ten years via The Scoop and it is 
not just me committing to this, it is me 
committing to continue the fight I have 
strive towards for over ten years. 
 
 
Do you have a vision for economic 
development other than constructing 
more homes? If so, what is that vision 
and how would you implement it?  
 
Our economy is driven by tourism and 
we must support all our businesses to 
attract tourism and this goes beyond 
the three-block area on the island. 
However, unless we can get the issues 
of red tide, polluted waters (primarily 
from the outflow pipes on the beaches 
and ICW), flesh eating bacteria issue, 
and other issues; it will be a battle to 
attract tourist.   Instead of putting $20 
million of the tourism tax dollars 
towards the building of a new Mote 
facility or $16.5 million towards the 
Orioles Stadium (Ed Smith), I think the 
county should have put more money 
into tourism revolving around the red 
tide issue that has negatively impacted 
tourism.   Especially since Visit Florida 
took a hit on their budget.  Giving 
money to Mote and Ed White reduced 
the tourism promotions budget of the 
county by 30% 
(https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/2
0181023/tourism-money-reallocated-fo
r-stadium-repairs). 
 
Also, we need hotels, but not at the 
cost of replacing the pos office as Holic 
pushed for, not at the old Pineapples 
location (changed to restaurant, 
condo’s and retail), and not across 
from the Episcopal Church across from 
Richards on the island.   The old circus 
grounds make the perfect spot.  Why? 



Well, the airport authority controls the 
property and they want something 
there that will generate money.   Either 
condo’s or a hotel and they are leaning 
towards a hotel.   With a 99% 
occupancy rate during season, this is 
something that is needed, to continue 
bringing in the tourism dollars.   The 
airport is going to move forward with it, 
so as a Mayor I would need to be 
onboard.  However, I would ensure that 
infrastructure and the environmental 
considerations are part of the deal and 
any variances would have to be met 
with support from the community.  
 
Would you put a limit on maximum 
amount of campaign contributions you 
would accept from development 
interests? * 
Yes.  At the time of my response, I 
have barely brought in any donations, 
especially when compared to my 
opponents, with one being close to, if 
not over $40,000.   I have not pushed 
for donations because I do not want to 
beholden to the any individual or 
group.  

5.  What is your 
stance on the use of 
herbicides such as 
glyphosate, 
dicamba, and 
atrazine?  If elected, 
will you be willing to 
discontinue the use 
of these types of 
chemical 
compounds on city 
properties? 

I have called upon the city to stop 
using Roundup.  Instead they continue 
to use it, while they try to find a 
substitute 
(https://new.thescoopradioshow.com/a-
call-for-the-city-of-venice-to-follow-in-fo
rt-myers-beach-footsteps-and-ban-prod
ucts-like-roundup-that-contain-glyphos
ate/ ).   The same goes for fertilizer. 
Once the county ban ends, the city will 
go back to using it, why?  I do not use 
either on my lawn and I get 
compliments all the time, regarding 
how great it looks. 
 
Also, I have put out a ton of video’s 
asking for action.  Last week I put out 
another video calling for the city to stop 
using Roundup and fertilizer 
(https://new.thescoopradioshow.com/w
e-have-not-been-good-stewards-of-our
-area-i-cover-the-outflow-issue-and-sol
ution/ ).  I asked the city to consider 

We must do everything we can to 
eliminate poisonous chemicals from 
being used. I would work to eliminate the 
use of these chemicals on city properties 
and on developing educational programs 
for the residents. One of my goals is 
education of the public about the 
negative effects of fertilizers and weed 
killers and how they can create Florida 
Friendly gardens and  yards. 



taking the action that was taken in 
SWFL, after the Florida DEP noted that 
outflows are:  
•  They negatively affect Gulf water 
quality. 
•   They accelerate beach erosion. 
•   They require frequent and costly 
maintenance. 
•   Tidal backflows through the pipes 
exacerbate neighborhood flooding.  
•    They are detrimental to the natural 
environment, especially sea turtle 
nesting. 

 
 
Candidate Running for Venice City Council 

 

 
Debbie Sanacore 

Venice City Council Seat 5 

1.  Why are you running for 
office and what are your main 
goals for the City of Venice? 

We need change. I began my employment with the City of Venice 
as a Code Enforcement Officer in 2015.  Over the years, I have 
seen significant change and it concerns me.  From building, to 
spending, to the environment.  It is time to pull back the reigns and 
make sure everything has a proper long range plan. My goals 
include the following: 
Manage Growth Responsibly to preserve our quaint city.  We must 
protect our residents by re-evaluating the change of zoning 
designations and the granting of special exceptions. 
Clean Environment - Clean Water.  Testing the Gulf including the 
outfalls and tributaries.  Releasing the results to the public in a 
timely manner.  Working with experts to resolve the issues. 
Maintaining streets, trees and parks in accordance with 
environmentally responsible practices.  
Open Government. Creating a responsive government not a 
reactive government.  It is time for the culture of City Hall to 
change.  Collaborating with residents and business owners to 
maintain a vibrant downtown. 



2.  What are your plans to 
improve and protect our waters 
from nitrogen pollution and 
would you consider the return 
on investment (ROI) in terms of 
$ per pound of nitrogen reduced 
before investing public dollars? 

The city NEEDS to institute stricter standards then the EPA.  The 
treatment of stormwater runoff needs to be updated by redesign. 
We need to find the areas in the budget were there is waste 
(starting with consultants) and redirecting those funds to address 
water quality issues. The City should also be obtaining grants on a 
federal and state level. 

3.  What is your position on our 
environmental challenges such 
as climate change, sea level rise, 
red tide and other harmful algae 
blooms, use of disposable 
plastics, and degradation of 
natural landscapes and 
vegetation from land 
development clearing activities? 

We are the stewards of our environment.  There has to be a better 
way.  Exploration of what can be done and how we can change 
our behaviors.  Looking to other communities where changes have 
been made and are having success. Collaborating with experts to 
ensure best practices are being utilized.  

4.  What is your position on 
growth management?  How 
would you manage growth to 
address traffic and protect the 
quality of life of existing 
residents?  Do you have a vision 
for economic development other 
than constructing more homes? 
If so, what is that vision and how 
would you implement it?  Would 
you put a limit on maximum 
amount of campaign 
contributions you would accept 
from development interests?  

Stop the up zoning and down zoning. Make the developers pay 
their fair share and stop the free rides.  
Tourism is key to our economy and keeping our downtown vital, 
we need to capitalize on this.  Keeping an open dialogue with our 
merchants in the city.  
At this time I have not received any contributions from 
development interests.  Almost all of the properties for 
development within the city limits will have been expedited through 
City Council prior to the election.  

5.  What is your stance on the 
use of herbicides such as 
glyphosate, dicamba, and 
atrazine?  If elected, will you be 
willing to discontinue the use of 
these types of chemical 
compounds on city properties? 

Yes, I would discontinue the use of chemical compounds on city 
properties. Lead by example.  

 


